
RELIANCE BUILDING 
32 North State Street, Chicago 
Completed in 1895 from designs by Chicago architects John Root and Charles A. Atwood, this
15-story office building is a prime example of the "Chicago School" of high-rise design. Its
iron-skeleton frame enables non-bearing exterior walls to be faced with expansive "Chicago
window" bays, in which a large, fixed central pane is framed by narrow double-hung sash. The
Reliance Building is also noted for its Gothic terra-cotta decorations and prominent vertical bays. 


